Down the Mine
Down the Mine Vocabulary
Banksman - Someone at the pit top or surface who
was responsible for loading and unloading the cage and
signalling to the engineman.
Collier - Someone who works with coal, usually the

Children in the mine!
On 4 August 1842, a law was passed that stopped women and children
under ten years from working underground in mines in Britain.
Before this law was passed, it was common for whole families to work
together underground to earn enough money for the family to live on.

getter.
Furnace - A coal fire at the bottom of the shaft
which would help with ventilation. The hot air created
by the fire rose and up the shaft and drew cold fresh
air in through another shaft.
Shaft - Vertical tunnel which leads from the surface
to the underground roadways.
Trapper - Child who opened and closed underground
ventilation doors.
Ventilation - System of getting fresh air into the
mine and removing stale air.
Ventilation Door - A wooden door that directs the
flow of fresh air around the workings of the mine.

The Victorians saw child labour as a normal part of working life. Most
children started work underground when they were around eight years
old, but some were as young as five. They would work the same hours as
adults, sometimes longer, at jobs that paid far less.
Wages in the Mine!
Although mining was hard work and dangerous, compared with other
manual jobs working underground was relatively well paid. Families
would work together in a team and the amount of money they earned
depended on how much coal they brought up to the surface. The team's
wages would be paid to the collier who was ‘hewing’ or cutting the coal,
who was often the father of the children he worked with. These wages
were often essential for a family’s survival.
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